An Accidental Mobilisation

Europe has echoes here which vibrate for some time. You
will have read in the papers that the other day a neighbouring
Canton to Nancy was mobilised on its own in the middle
of the night owing to a mistake on the part of the postmaster,
who dreaming of general mobilisation had thought he read
this in a telegram referring to mobilisation exercises which
are a frequent occurrence here. This error had good results
in demonstrating how an order to mobilise would be received
in France. It was night; the last train for Nancy had gone ;
reservists and territorials up to forty-five years old, not
wishing to wait until morning set off on foot and arrived
at Nancy (twenty-five kilometres) in the morning in the
most appalling weather. I saw thirty of them who came to
my regiment and the remarkable thing was that there were
more than had been foreseen by the authorities, because young
people and men of over forty-five years of age who were
not under an obligation to serve came to see whether they
could be of use. Apart from, a few who had had a glass or
two too many they were all very quiet, full of beans and not
at all afraid. It would be a good thing if these people were
called to the colours in earnest."

Yesterday in Parliament Bethmann made a lengthy speech,
which is being severely criticised, on foreign policy. He
has promised too much support to Austria and they say it
is the price which the Archduke is demanding for Austria
giving up her claims. From everything one reads in the
papers one can see quite plainly if the Emperor went to war
to support Austria Germany would only follow with
repugnance.

It appears the little Balkan Powers are already on the way
to tear each other to pieces which will be an advantage
for the Turks, but Ferdinand will be caught out for his
audacity.
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